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LETTER 
 - - To the D; of Bm 


In Anſwer to the Arguing Part of 
his Firſt Letter. | 


& HAT you may not take it ynkindly - 
the 2g 9 play of your Letter ta 
_ Mr. G. ſhould paſs unregarded, I have 
been prevail'd upon to accept of his 
_ =©'* Commiſſion to hold his Cards, while 
he is not in Circumſtances to play out his Game him- 
ſelf. But can aſſure you beforehand, ſince Matter of 
| Fad is clearing by other Hands more proper, I meam 
to confine my ſelf to Matter of Right ; and ſo ſhall 
give you the leaſt and moſt excuſable trauble that cam 

-be, a ſhort one, - 54-6 19> 
2. Your Letter tells us, that the Conference was for 

the ſake of a Gentleman, who I heard deſir*d to be fa- - 
tisf'd that Progeftants are abſolutely certain of what 
they believe, and made account you could ſatisfie him, 
and profeſs'd, if you could not, he would. quit your 
Communion, And you take care to inform us (p. 2+) 
that he was ſatisfi'd, —_ immediately after the 
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Conference,that he was mwch more confirm d in the Comms. 
winn of your Church by it, andreſolv'd to continge init. But - 
could you not have afforded to inform us likewiſe &y 
what he was fſatisfi'd ? For.there is many a Man who 
would be as glad, and is as much concern'd to be ſatis. 
$*d in that Point as that Gentleman ; and, he would 
not have been a jot the leſs confirm?d or the lels reſolr/d, 
if his Neighbor had been confirm'd and reſolv'd-with 
him. I cannot for my life imagin why you ſhould 
make a Secret of a thing, which, beſides your own and 
your Churches Honor, concerns the Salvation'of thou- 
lands and thouſands to know. z I 1a 
- 3. Your LetterTI perceive would ſhift it off to Mr. G. 
whom you deſire (p. 7.) to prove that Proteſtants have 
ws Abſolute Certainty, &c. Of this Propoſal there will 


be occaſion to ſay more by and by. At the preſent I 


Pray you' conſider how you deal with thoſe Souls who 
rely on you. If you ſhould move them to truſt their - 
Eſtates with a Man of your naming, of whom you 
would give no other fſatisfaQtion that he were able to 
manage them, and faithful, and reſponſible, but only to 
bid thoſe who doubted, prove the contrary; I fancy 
there would need all the Credit you have to hinder the 
Motion from appearing very ſtrange : . And yet you 
have the confidence to make them-one as much ſtranger 
d5-their Souls are more worth 'than their Mony : For 
you would have them hazard their Souls where they. 
are not fate, for any care you take to fatisfie them that 


- they are. Why, tuppoſe Mr. G. could not prove that 


Proteſtants are not-Certain, are they therefore Certain ? 
Has Peter Twenty pounds in his Purſe, becauſe Paul 
cannot prove he has not ? Or, ever the more Title to 
an Eftate, becauſe an Adverlary may have the ill luck 
tCbe Non-ſuited ? Muſt not every body ſpeak for _ 
Spit. E el 


_ [5] = 
-felf one'day; ind bringiin'/his own Arcountz which will 
. paſs:or not paſs-as'it-is-07 45 not faulty-in-it ſelf, whe- 
ther any fault have been found in it beforeor no? And 
"will not rhe Happineſs or Miſery of their Squls for ever 
:depend on that Account ? ,Can,you ſuffer, them to run 
that terrible hazard, without making-them able to ju- 
ſtifie their Accounts themſelves, and furniſhing them 
with aſſurance that they can, and with no more to ſay 
but that they hop'd Dr. Sr. would make his Party good 
- with Mr. G,, ?  Th«t thingsſo precious to God as Souls 
Jhovld be of no-more value. with thoſe who ſet up for 
Miniſters of the Goſpel ! That their great-and,only care, 
as far as I ſee, ſhould be to make a ſhew, and paſs for 
ſome-body here, let every one take his chance: here- 
after ! Beſides, Truth is therefore.Truth, becauſe *ris 
built on Intrinſecal Grounds which prove it to.be ſuch ; 
.and not on private Mens Abilities, or their ſayingthis 
or that ; wherefore till thoſe Gr. unds. be produc'd, it 
_ cannot be with reaſon held Truth : And Dr. $}. is more 
particularly oblig*d to make gaod he has ſuch Grounds, 
\ having bad ſuch ill fortune formerly wity the Prixci- 
ples to which he.undertook.to reduce. Proteſtaut Faith, 
as appears by the-Account given of them in Exror Now- 
 pluſt 
F A But, leaving theſe Matters to be Anſwer'd where 
we muſt. all-anſwer why.'we have believ'd fo and ſo; 
pray let us have fair play 4n the mean time. Let every 
one bear his own Burthen, and you -not. think to. dii- 
charge your ſelf by throwing your Load onFanather 
Man's Shoulders. - You affirm there is Abſolute: Cer- 
rainty onthe Proteſtants ſide; and *ris for him to. prove 
it who affirms it. If you do it but half ſo well as Mr. G. 
can, and. has, the Infallibility which he aſſerts, you will 
earn. Thanks from one ſide, and. Admiration a 
| 2M Otner. 
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other. But it is for you to do'it : To trick off proving 
the contrary upon your Adverſary, is to own that Prg- 
ving is a thing which agrees not with your Conſtitu- 
tion, and in which your Heart miſgives you. of 

5. Yet even ſoyou were uneaſie ſtill, and'would not 
venture what Mr. G.-could do, as ſlightly as you think, 
or would have others think of him. You know' well 
enough , that to prove Proteſtants have no Abſolute 
Certainty of their Faith, is no hard Task even for a weak 
Man : You know any Man may find it confeſs'd to his 
hand by Proteſtants. And therefore you had reaſon to 
bethink your ſelf of an Expedient to trick it off again 
from that Point, and put Mr. G, to prove, T hat Prore- 


ftants have no Abſolute Certainty as to the Rule of their 


Faith, viz, the Scripture. The Merits of this Cauſe too 
I think will return hereafter more fitly ; in this place I 
mind only the Art. ' Pray, was not the very Firſt Que- 
ſtion at. the Conference, Whether Hear, rs are We 
lutely Certain that they hold now the ſame Tents in Faith, 
and All that our Savicur taught to his Apoſtles ? And your 
Anſwer that They are? Did our Saviour teach, and do 
Proteſtants believe no more, than that the Book ſo call'd 
is Scripture ? Is Certainty of this more, and Certainty of 
this Book all one ? And was not the Queſtion plainly af 
the Certainty of this, and of A# this more ? Heres then 
an Enquiry after one thing plainly turn'd off to another. 
Yes ; but this was one of the '#wo things which the whole 
Conference depended upon; As if the whole Conference 
did not depend on that thing which was to be made 
manifeſt by the Conference, viz. the 4bſolute Certainty 
of Proteftant Faith. Mr. G. indeed did himſelf ask ſome 
Queſtions about your Certainty of your Rule ; Queſti- 
ons, whoſe courſe it was wiſely done to cut off; 'before + 
they had queſtion'd away your Certainty of Faith. _ 

| - . alter 
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aſter they had caus'd it £6 be admitted, that the Cer. 


rainty of Scripture is from Tradition, WAaSnore- 
fuſitip to admit that Traditron canſes Certaifty; 'and 
makes Faith as Certain as Scripture. And then it 
would have prov*d ſomething difficult to fatisfie even 
a willing Man, that the Faith is Certain which is oppo« 
ſit to a Faith come down by Tradition. But it was ſeen 
whereto it would come, and tlought fit to break off in 
time, and not let the Conference proceed too far. In the 
mean time Abſolute Certainty of Scripture was not the 
Point of the Conference, nor is it the Point of Concern. 
Beſides that *tis agreed on all hands, Men are Sav'd by 


Believing and -Prattiſing what Chrift taught, not barely. 


by believing Scripture i Scripture : And Salvation is the 
thing that imports us in theſe Diſputes, and *twere well 
that nothing elſe were minded by Diſputers. But it 
imported you it ſeems both to ſhift off Provine from 
your ſelf, and to ſtifle any further Talk of the Certainty 
of Proteſtant Faith, and keep-.us from looking that wa 

by fixing our Eyes on another Objeft. And this is all 
you do-; but with ſo much Art, that I verily think 
many a Reader is > gag you are talking. all the 
while to the purpoſe. The truth is, you have reaſon. 
to carry it as you do ; for it is good'to avoid underta- 
king what cannot be perform'd : And you cannot, and 
I believe #xow you cannot make out ,, That Proteſtants 
are Abſolutely Certain, that they now hold all the ſame 
Dorin that was taught by Chriff and his Apoſtles, as 
you affirm*din your Anſwer ro Mr. G's firſt Queſtion. 


And this I thought it imported to tell you plaialy and 


publickly, that it. might bein your hands, to pin, the 


= 


Ci roverſicPaokgts and. bring all Catholics, to. your' 


Where I will a6ſwer;you. will be ſureto'find 


6, In 


you inake' us flire'we Thall Ard this Certainty 


there when. we Come. 


_ which they did yeſter 


6. , In the mean time why has not Mr. G. donealreg:. 
dy as mich as ſhould be done. ? Ic is plain; eat whers, 
Chit hes difter in Faith, Infalib/c Farth 16 one, cannot 


ſtand with Certain Faith in the other, Wherefore if Mr.G. 


have fxd Infallibility in his own Cliurch, he has re- 


-mov'd Certainty from all that differ from her. Let us 


then take and ſitt Mr. G's Argument, even as. you put 
it, who had not, I ſuppoſe, partiality enough for. hum, 


tro make it better than 1t was. You put it thus, p. 4, 5. 


7. All T, Sena Chriſtians believe the ſame to day 
ay, and ſo up to the.time of” our Bleſſed 
Saviour ; and if they follow this Rule, they can never err 


' #n Faith, therefore are Infallible. And you ( Mr. G. ) 


prov'd they could not innovate in Faith, unleſs they did 


forget what they held the day before, or out of malice alter 


it. . And now, - | | 
That there may be no miſtake, let us.take each Pro- 

poſition by it ſelf. _ OM we | 
8. The Firſt is, [ All Traditionary Chriſtians believe 


the ſame to day which they did yeſterday, and ſo up to the 
' time of our Bleſſed Saviour. ] You: have nothing to ſay, - 


to this, :I hope : For ſince Traditionary Chriſtians are 


thoſe who proceed upon Tradition, and Tradition ſig- 


nifies Immzdiate Delivery, it follows, that unleſs they 
believe the ſame to day which they did yeſterday, and 
ſo upwards, they ceaſe to be Traaitionary ad 2um, by 
proceeding riot upon an Jmmediate, but an Interrupted 
Delivery, or. ſome other Principle. And, ſo there is. no 
denying od Propoſition, but- by affirming that Tradt- 
tionary Chriſtians are not Traditionary Chriſtians, - 
9. The ſecond Propoſition is this. [41d if they fot 


low this Rule, they can never err in Faith, ] This 1s pa” 


pably ſelf-evident ; For”, to. follow, this Rule is, 70. 


i 
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they 00 els From Chritts rimeand o forwardschey 
rid, ' 


muſt ffift eontitiveto believe, tothe end of the Wo 
che felgfam; that Chrift and his Apoſtles ranght ; and 
therefore, caonot ext in Faith, unleſs thoſe Authors 
oor Faith. 97 Whith that They 
109. -There follows this Inference; {Therefore they 


are Tyfallible.) This is rotels plainly ſelf-evident. For 


yy 


cheſe words [ They can never ery. in Facth] in the Ante- 


cedent; afid [They are Infallible] in the Conſequent, 


are moſt manifeſtly the {elf-ſame in ſenſe, and perfettly 


equivalent. 
©.r1; The fourth and laſt (which according to you, 


aim'd to prove, that they could not innovate) is this. - 


[They could not inwovare in Faith, unleſs they did forget 
what "they held the day before, or out of malice alter it.) 
And this is no leſs unexceptionable than its Feltows. 
For, if they knew wor they alter'd Faith, when they al- 
ter'd it, they had forgor what they. believ?d the day be- 
fore. If they alterd it witring/y, excuſe them from 
Malice who can ; who, believing, asall who proceed pp- 
on Tradition'do, that Tradition 4s. the certain Means 
to convey the Do&trin of Chrift, would notwithſtand- 
ing alter the Doria convey'd to them by Tradition. 
Pray what ails this Argument ? and. what wants it, 
fave bafe A FplFarion, roconclude what was intended 

) 


asfully and as rigoroifly as you cat defire? And, ray 
what need was thereto apply it to the Roman Churc 


- and ſay the follow'd Tra ition, to you who deny it not - | 


either of rhe Romen [or Greek; Church? As eve 
thige {s'rrue, 4nd eats ; clear; who now belide 
out felf: would have thouphr, of an evaſion. from.'ir? 
And yet you venture ac oge; ſich as it is. 


' + 


" 12. Yootelt'us then,(p.5.)That you rhought the beſt way © 
GREG | j 9 


did not, is not to be 
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bo ſbew the, wapity of this rare Demo ration, was t0giro. 
Fay an Inſtance of ſuch as flow a we wieh and yet Uh. wh 


G. could not deny to have err'd, and that. was of the Gr 


 Cherch, 8c. You had een as good have ſaid, hath Mr, 


G. aps. is true, but yet he does not lay true for all thax, 
For to pitch upop nothing for falle, is; in Diſputes, to 
own that every thing | is true, , The beft way, Tay you ? 
I ſhould have thonght it every jot as. good a way to. 
have ſaid nothing when one has nothing to.ſay, But, 
yer the Works, is oblig'd to you for letting them know 
what" Scholars knew before, that Proteſtants #hink it 
the beff way to anſwer Catholic Arguments, to give 
them no Anſwer at all : For you are not tobe. told 
that this Inftance. of yours is not an Anſwer to Mr. 
G -'s Argument, but a new Argument againſt him of 
your 'own,.. which "undoubtedly. Jo! might have pro- 
duc'd as well as my. Lord Falkland, if you had been, as 
my Lord Falkland was,arguing. But it is your turn; now 
to.aſwer,. And muſt you be minded of what. every 
Smatterer:jn Logic knows, that-an Anſwerer is COn> 

n'd. to his Conceas, .his Nego, and. Difires 0, 'AS: the 
Proptirions which' he i is. to. ſpeak to, are. 1% Ph 

mbiguous?. He may deny Mou Inference too, i 

find more or other Terms In the Concluſion. than, in 
the. Premiſes. But theſe arg his bo hee ; a9d Anſwer- 
ing turns. eſe wht. they, wg Jed... Myff 
2 be minde he Buſipe In IN OPE "Vefore it 
come. to the Conthu oo, 754] that Tabs there. is 


iſſes be right, and, the e In! TE ce good, the Conclufi- 
on. my is be. as. peceNarth 4 Tide, as if, j that.th 
hjvg cane be, and not The, at.: ONCE ; f that bh Nu 


pew, certain t than that England, for E Xamp le Fg " 
aymblei into Axqms,. or be tw allow'd yp. 410 ThE. Ss Sea 
©" © morrow : 


4 
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 motrow:: For this, *ard a thouſand ſuch things my 


appar to all miterial Nature; - that a ContradiQi- 
on fhould prove True, canner. . And tis'perfet' Cone 
cradiQion that Terms which'cohetre in the CRT 
being the ſame with a Third, ſhoutd not cohere wit 

one-another in theConcluſion.Muſt you be minded that 
ani Argiier iis toprove his Concluſion,and an Anſwerer t9 
fhew. he does not; b aſſigning Where and how he fails? 
Do you:do'any fuct matrer *'Do'you \ſo:much as go 
about it ? And would you have what you ſay paſs tor 


- an Anſwer ? Pray conlider the Caſe : The Church of 


Rome isInfallible,: ſays Mr. G. : 'She'is not, ſay you. 


- He brings hisArgunient, and/you your Inftance againſt 


it; What are Pe>ple'thewiler now ? and which ſhall 
they be for; the- Argument or the Inſtance ? They 
have reaſon to think well of the Argument, becauſe 
you have'no/faulr to-find: with it; and'they may think 
as they-pleaſe- of the I®/fance. You wouldinot, I ſup- 
poſe,” have. them believe you both, 'and think. the 


 Church'of Rome for your ſake Fallible, and, for his, '1z- 


fallible'at once. - Pray what aſſiſtance do you afford 


- themitodetermin either way.? And what do-you-mor& 


thag eeicave them: to:draw Cuts, and venture their 
Souls as: handy-dandy- ſhall: decide, for :you:or:Mr:G.? 
? Fis true, when-Ze#o would needs be paradoxing againſt 
the poſſibility of. Motion; his Vanity was: not .ill ridi- 
cul'dby:the-walking of Diogenes: before him.” For *twas 


 palpably; and: ridiculouſly: vaiz totalk: againſt Motion 


with a Tongue, that muſt needs move-to talk againſt 
it. | And-there may be” vaxiry too' in our. Cale ; for 
ought IT know :' But where ſhall it be lodg'd ? Why 


- 


more with :Mr.'G's. Argument than: your Inſtance 


Why:is:ir:imore:vs/zto' pretend toprove.Infallibility) 
mw hkichidepend the Hopes which Millions and:Mri- 
EITRYY B 2 lions 
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Eons have of a: bleſſed. Eternity, and which is gravid ; 


by Arguments, to which-you think; it y/4r; bet wer 
to attempt £0. Anſwer, than-it 15 to" gee} agate 
Conclulioo, agaialt the: Premiſes whereat cherelies:no . 


Exception? That is;t0 find-ifault wich a '$Syay Total; 


and, find. nane in the-particulars..'or. the eaſtiog.up 
For a: Concluſion: i5: a kind ot Sur -Taetal 06 the\Pnes 
miſes. | Butiit is. infineely. more, yea to talk againſt 
one Infallibility, uoleſs you; wilkice] up angther--) For; 
if there be no Means, by which Men may be. ſeeur'd, 
that the ways they take to arrive at their greateſt. and 
only Good will not-deceive them,” it eannat; be-expett» 
ed they will take all the pains-that are neceſſary-tt 
compaſs that Good, which-tor ought they can reltheyi 
may not compaſs with all their pains.  *Tis a pleaſant 
thing in you to talk of the wary of Mr. G's, Demon« 
tration, when,by ſeeking to take Iifallibility; anc ofche 
Warld, you' are making the'whole Creation18/9, i For 
all Material Nature was made fot Rationhl Nature, and 
Rational Nature requires Rational SatisfaRtion tn all 
its proceedings, and moſt of all in the purſuit of Hap- 
pine(s:: And what Rational SatisaRion can: there be; 
af there may be Deceit in whatever cat be: prapss'd far 
SatisfaQtion ? In ſhort, the' Reſylt:of your:Tnftarice , 
whatever was the Aim , it is. to amuſe. and/ confound 
People, and hinder them perhaps from feeing whae 
otherwiſe would be clear; but'it ſhews them nothing, 
nor:c48 ;/for that Argumentaf'yours is notatall-of:a 
ſhewing Nature.. 1720 3517 SvnonoT 5 112147 
73. *Tis,:at beſt, but ar Argument (as they call: it) 
ad hominem; —_ pou _ _ oy TIE 
Arguments.” T erve for nothyng. bat to Rap an 
Adverſaries mouth, orſhame him; ifhe cannot anfivee 
without coattadiQing himſelf ;- hut are of /60i uſe:aq 


wa 
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Topiecopſiſt> Gy ior Jap wh phe Man Wet: ave, 
tO gratnt:; ar. deny; wi2t ys ES If, Mark 
no Anger a agink th 5.00 ſt 
Obligation. .Andprey W Hoes toes (1) yu 
G isobligderoe. ta deny that gle! Gre , 


err'd:.it matters. of Faith 7 And how. ELRGY of all 
Men, ſuppoſe he is... You, whoiin your Rational, Ac- 


- cornt{þ.132. )quote:rbeſe wards from Perer. Lomb gre 
AC, is 70. F 


nee berwerm the Greeks, 484; 


ral] ps of, other, Raman, Catholic. Aughors, x.of "tho 


=y how chimes MrG, £0 Aye.y er an Obfigazign, 
oT which, Men. of Reputatiog)in his.awn ime 
nien are exempt2?And. goin bn 6 of cg 4 

ninem have. you ' made againſt, om your elf 
have. nn 


Denying er Airing i ps webs. 
thisk;; thade. thin » rus or or Falſe, A wb m_ 4 


hebe not ; aa 
Nazue'dz :and will croſs oe | 
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_ believe: ode 


Kats WH -66 1HE% whtae yOu ainn'd 46, youibeſt | 

h6(F<" BRtib 64! wth ob rc whatisp oris 
ox "Tre byY | | 71 Haisgs 2%2)z97t 16t q11 
124. But'that'y bmaynot complein;\ 1 your'Cock: 
noe ſlo it, let usſee-wher-your Tſkune ill 

» Jadath ty JT Des ret 'Churc neT WOE 
OY 07, [071 Fathi [by LAB wrbch 5) pth'f 


i 19%rdw of Mr &. wherhezivho 
Faith'; #H#d;' if aid, "thin Charth holdind' to: Traditt-" 
ones _ Fs _ How! Ft aid? Why:then ir-is 
© Hd 966; <your Argument holds" mor> 

nd Witt you y a 2h Aitd thre>Greeks Church ers, who 
2Wiltyoutake'a Premiſe 06 in 

fer a Conchifight Aapatoy ich the'Salvation.of ' People 
depends, which Pretnife/ bur ſelf in,your. own heart 
lit is not true?” Car you teal this with their: Souls} 
whopin then upon/you,:  perfivade ther of- Wharyou 
are not' perfivaded'your{elf; «nd: offer:them a:Secuviy: 


for their Eterdity,” in : which: your 'own judgment tells 


you! there is a "flaw? For you have” declar*d your: felf 
upon Fhis' Matter i it! your 'Rational:2Htconnt-,' andta- 
ken great" paitis to: Clear” the Greek-Church, atleaſt 
tipon 'theAtticle bf the'Holy "Ghoſt, 'in which coaliſts 
their main difference with the Latitis; and/to'which 


ior he. 71 'know=you' (there propoſeiito free. 

C Choke fas [iche 'ctharge:of \Herefie:: But: prays 

whe diene betwixt: Horeſ2and: Ehror in marcer of 
Faith 7 unleſs: you' will trifle: abour 'Obftinacy,' an 

Tuth'colla teraFcoriſiderations which: neither coricern , 


| for full other two you, mention:were added; I ſuppoſe; 


Tenn 
ſa word it vo 
ERE 3 656 floor AxifhisAn{iverrmade 


or 


- a. 

ar marr'd,and:the-Gregh ray ons rr; as 
the; ſays; 4, ar. i. (Whatever Mr, G;, may :fay,,ercyou 
have;faid, unleſs the Greek hy ee aQually does | 
-your-: Inſtance i is. no-Inftance-of 2 Church, that. —_ | 
E Tradicion and |Brrs ;/ and your [nference; thac 

4 Church holding to Tradition. was wot Infallible, is 

wondrous pertinently. jnfexr*d 'from the Example;of a 
_ Clagrch that errs:; 08. Pray take it. well that], intreac 
you by all the.care ygu 5 == of.your own. Soul, and 
Thould have. of others,.,to. manage Dilpures about. Faith 
a little otherwiſe , and not propoſe Arguments, 4h 
- which jgqu muſh needs. think;your ſelfthers. isno farce. 
For,there 4s ;plainly. none. jathis, if the. Greek Church 
eaves not* err; and you. at, leaſt think ſhe:does nat. 1 

am fora” tis what L would not do-my ſelf for all the- 
| Wor IT] Tr TY 

mt \But.to procegd to Mr. G's ls (0-39 Je; PAS 
fay. yon, ther the Greek Charch follew'd Hee, lo 
| Ariansi/eft that. Rale and took up'a new ane,Fie.. And why 
has henot anſwer'd well ? You affum m'dthat.the; Geek 
Charch ord while. ler went ypon. Ara PAGAN you 
did; not, you ifaid;'nott 30g 0r E w LA b OABITS may 
follow Tradition at- one Fime, -and,; wy a8flien, 
1580 news. ' : ? [is.the.ca &of Spent urches, which 
- ever follow'd Tradition.at all,, Mr. & + opt theathar 
Iragizion;was.follow'd till another Ru F:Wreaken vp 'up,. 
denies that 4G uerr'sf W # (Rag | 

de 


35; you contended ,.in the ve 
what more dire& or more Vo Fer Fag-bherg 150 
an; Argument,than to 5 de Premiſe ſes? $. 
49u; would, leery to kof im,. he;yngderſto Uſe 
put AROE ha Te afjde i into. HA ay | 
E-2 AUOYs anſwers fon homs 

&rojing.: ©. Aſlumppion from , hich you infer) ei þ 
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 whith now he: wu j/yQuiRnow 8 roſs. 
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Ar. G: Nt lng of the rien; and notat 
cebgel Greek C ay ; and againſt hs Copy, 
oy vob cheTrferchee which you drew.'"Ta 5d 
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vhor6 bing n& Premiles to'fraw*the'Inf 
as has een ſhewh bore ; or if any ; fuckeas- put you 
to cortradiaiybir ownDoRtiwere any hing couldfol- 
low from rhem.- [OT 5 16 , SITH1903J0. 32133] & 
2246; As forthic bilMotrl the tafvroines; Thizgw Abt | 
how'it happerd; nor mean £o-nieddle with watterof | 
Fa.” Bue' I-ſce they! bad reaforgwho oblety'd hefore | 
We, that'tis a thitiy of nomanner'of Conſequenee;I ve. 
rily think, in your own Judgment. Unlel: 5 you b think 
She'A Web Welty nfo d Fo duſl;" that withoue auth ham- 
kts Heads, r\carmor'be perveiv*d,/that 
if'a Ghureh $4; cert” which held t06- Tradition , 'K 
Church's Gd which holds to Tradition.” Or, unleſs 
yoo thiak {of y Conſequence to Wave an Tſe 
ms BP ifi 5 [oor fell Withehs Pre- 
eniſesas the Conf retice, ”' Mr-6? took them 'iway- by 


hiv Jenial; whe” you » moſt hegin again; 2nd bring ſome- 

thing from whe ha an Inference, if. you 
Willated oy nnd 'Þ DE Tafererdce oatinot 

Wwe Ni ft Usindr Perpets- 
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- matter of Faith, or no. For Differences may be occaſi- 
RS 


*.,2 
if; and-ſougbtan-occaſion, and affirm (p. 6;) you.could 
get #0 Anſwer at «fl to the Caſe of the 'preſent Greek 
Church. As if his Anſwer pincht on the A4rians, and 
were not as full to the preſent as paſt Greek Church. 
It goes on this, That thoſe who err in- Faith, let them 
be who they will, and the Error what it will, and in 
what Time and Place you will, all leave Tradition. 
Whether the Caſe of the preſent Greek Church be the 
ſame with the Arians, is matter of Fe#, with which 
Mr. G. did well not to meddle ; it is for you to make 
it out, if you will make good your Argument. Modern 
or Ancient Hereſfie is all one to his Anſwer, which is 
applicable to a Herefie : And you complain of the 
want of an Anſwer when you have one. Pray, if a 
Man ſhould put an ObjeCtion to you about an Animal, 
for Example, and you anſwer it of a/ Animals, would - 
you think it juſt in him to quarrel with you for not 
mentioning the Rational or Irrational in particular ? 
And yet this is your Quarrel to Mr. G, All your mag- 
nificent Talk (p. 6.) of #ndeniably trac, granted by Mr. G. 
known to every one, &c. as apt as I ſeeit is to make a 
Reader beheve your Inſtance is notoriouſly true, and a- 
gainſt which Mr. 'G: has nothing to' fay, cannot make 
me, or any Man of Reaſon, who examins the Point; be- 
lieve he has any Reaſdn to fay more, till you do. He has 
anſ{wer*d diretly, and poſitively deny*d,rhat Error and 
Traditionican be found together in the Greek Church, 
or afy'other, modern or ancient. There it ſticks, and 
you may drive'ir on farther /i being your own _ 
ment) if you pleaſe. Only when you tell us (p. 6.) that 
the preſent Greek Church # ll its Differences with rhe 
Raman, ſtill pleaded Tradition,” and. adher'd to it, T' with 
you had told us' whether you ſpeak of Differences: if 


on'd 
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on'd by matters of -Faith,, which are not Differences in! 
Faith.. If you donot, you ſupport your Inſtance very. 
ſtrongly, and prove the conliftence of Tradition with 
Error in Faith very Learnedly, from Differences which 
belong not to Faith, If n do, as Nature itches after * 
ſtrange Sights, I long to ſee by what Differences, or any 
thing elle, it can be made out, That anerring Church 
can ſtill plead Tradition, and adhere toit; Not but that for 
Pleading much may be, there are ſuch contident doings 
in the World. As certain as it is, that the Religion in 
Exgland now, is not the ſame which: it was before 
Hepry the Eighth, 1 think there is confidence enough 
in England to plead Tradition for it. *Tis but finding 
ſome Expreſſion in an ancient Writer, not couch'd with 
Prophetical foreſight enough ro avoid being underſtood, 
as ſome will deſire it ſhould, and it will ſerve turn to 
pretend to Antiquity, and bear the Name of Tradition, - 
So 1 ſuſpect you take it your ſelf, when you iy the. 
Arians inſiſted on Tradition : For ſure you do not think 
in earneſt, that DoQrin contrary to Conlubſtantiality, 
was taught by Chrit, and- believ*d from Father to Son 
till the Council of Nzce. This, or ſome ſuch thing may 
rhaps have been pleaded; bur for adhering ro Tradition, 
rom Servant. For, pray, did Chrift teach any Error ? 


Whena Father believ*'d what Chrift taught him, and the 


Son what the Father believ'd, did not: the Son too be» 
ligve what Chriſt taught ?'Run it on tothe laſt Son that 
ſhall be born in the World, muſt not every-one believe 
what Chriſt taught, if every one believ*'d what his Fa- 
ther believ*d ?. And will you go about to perſuade us, 
that there aQtually is a company of Men in the World 
who adber'd to this Method, all Sons believing always 
as their Fathers did; whereof the Firſt believ'd as Chrift 
taught, and who notwithſtanding err'd in — of 
x | aith 


__ 
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Faith? They would thank you for making this out, 
"who would be glad that Chri/t taught Error and were 
not God. ' But it is not plainer that Two and Three 
make Five, than it is that this cannot be. And yet you 
would top it upon us, and bear us in hand it is not only 
true, but apparent in the Greek Church, and known to 
every body who knows any thing of it. The comfort is, 
there is nothing for all thele Afertions but your Word ; 
in which, where you ſtick not to paſs it for an arrant 
Impoſlibility, I for my part do not think there is Abſo- 
lute Certainty. | 

18. I {ce not what there remains more, but to bear 
in mind where weare. At the Conference, inſtead of 
anſwering Mr. 6's Argument, you would needs make 
one of your own, which was in ” wn » The Greek Church 
goes upon Tradition and errs , therefore another Church 
may err which goes upon Tradition. There was no need 
to:trouble the Greek Church for the matter : It had 
been altogether. as methodical, and as much to pur- 
poſe, to have inſtanc'd in the Latin Church it ſelf, and 
never gon further ; and ſhorter, to have ſpar'd Inftan- 
cing too, and have ſaid without more ado, My. G's Con- 
cluſion is not true: For you do no more, till you make it 
appear , that the Church you pitch upon for an In- 
ſtance, do's indeed adhere to Tradition and err, Buts 


becauſe this had been too open, and People would have 


ſooner perceiv'd that it hadbeen to ſay, 1 know »ot how 
to anſwer Mr. G's Argument, but will notwithſlanding 
ſtand to it, that his Concluſion t falſe, you thought the 
beſt way to divert the Reader's attention from what's 
before him, was to travel into Greece, and yet when 
you come there, do no more. than if you had ſtay'd at 
10Mme : For you barely ſay there is both Tradition and 
Error in the Greek Church, and you might have ſaid 
| | C2 "Er? as 


Ly . 
2s mach of the Latin; or, without mentioning either, 
have laid, 7 ho Mr, G. has prov'd a Traditionary Church 
caunot err, 1 ſay it can and bas. All is but Saying till 
you-corhe to Proving : Qnly to make a formal ſhew 
with an Antecedentand a Concluſion, you fay it with 
the Ceremony of an Argument ; of which ſince Mr. G. 
= the Antecedent, he had no more to do till you. 
y it. | ; ? 
. wick So it ſtood at the Conference, and ſo it ſtands 
ftill; and for ought & ſee, is like ta ſtand : For tho? you 


have writ two Letters ſince, there appears no word of 


Proof in ether, or ſign that you do ſomuchas think on 
& : You only ſay your Inſtance over again, and would 
have the Face you ſet upon it, and great Words 
give it, maket paſs for plain and undeniable, when a 
the while it is vlainly 1mpoſlible, and aQually deny*d. 
Mr. G. 1 hope, will bide by his Anſwer, . becauſe it is a 
good one, true in it ſelf, and direCt tothe Point : For. 
1t denies juſt what you aſſum'd, That the Greek Church 
food upon Tradition, and' fell at the ſame time into 
Error. And ſpeaking as you do, or ſhould do, of Er- 
ror in matter of Faith, Exs/id4 never made any. thing 
plainer than it is, That where ever Error comes 1n, Tra- 
dition goes our. Of neceſlity therefore, if the preſent 
Greek Church have adher'd to Tradition, it has not 
ertd : If it have err'd, it has not adher'd to Tradition: 
Which of the two is the Caſe, neither concerns Mr. G. . 
nor can he diſpute it without following bad Example; 
that is, falling to Argue now tt is his Part to Anſwer. 


You would paſs it upon us, that the Greek Church has. 
err'd without ſwerviog from Tradition ; and you thuſt 
either make it out, or acknowledge you have made 
much ado about nothing : For your Inftance is no In- 
Rance, till it appears to be true; Till you do it, there is 
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 Infallibility, to contraditt my I'5tb Principle forthe Faith. There can be 


[2Þ] - 
20 Atthecloſe {p. 7.) you defire Mr.G-to0 watt goaodewo: 
things, and tellus why you delire it; and. what will fol- 
low 1f he accept or decline your Motion. I neither un- 
derſtand how your Propoſals follow from your Reaſons, 
nor your Conſequences from your Propoſals: But think 
it no more' worth foling time upon them, than you. 
thought it worth boaſting of the Victory, The Firſt is, * 
That we [Proteſtants] Jove no Abſolute Certainty as to 
the Rule of our Faith, viz. the Scripture ; altho" we have 
alarger and firmer Tradition for it, viz. the Conſent of 
all Chriſtian: Churches, thax you { Catholics} can have 
for the Points of Faith in difference between us. ' © 
21.1 can tell you a better Reaſon for this Propoſal 
than any you give. There was no avoiding to own: 
Abſolute Certainty to a Man who talk'd of quitting 
your Communion without it.' But you knew well 
enough that your Abſolute Certairty would be thwittled' 
into Sufficient Certainty, and Sufficient Certainty into nv 
Certainty at laſt ; and had 'your Wits about you when 
you thougfit of this Propoſal: Forit is in effett to ſay, - 
This.Certairty-of Faith is a troubleſom mutter, and not for 
my turn \ Let us go to ſomething elſe, leave Farth and paſs 
to Scripture; of which yiu, Mr. G. ſhall prove we have no- 
A'ſolute Certainty : Fer, if I ſhould go about- to prove we 
have, I foreſee, that while I am ſeeking barhor in my larger 
and firmer Tradition, T ſhall. venture T0 ſplit upon: your 


of Proteſtants, and fall at inewares iuto the Snares laid for 


»# in Exror Nonpluſt, from p.90 to p.g6, which I have no falible Society 
| hovale Reaſons. you had to 9 Men, citber 


mind to come near. But w | 
make this Propoſal, I fee nonethat Mr. G. has. to' ac- 


cept it. Do you prove, if you pleaſe, that :you: have tings amor 


Abſolute Certainty ; you, whobear thoſe1n-bhand who 


conſult you, that you. have ;, and Abſolute Certainty cipte 5. 


tO, 


Dr. $t's Coxy. 
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tbo of that of which! you profeſs%d your ſelf abſolutely 


Certain, viz. That you mow hold all the ſame Dottrin 
that was taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; which by your 
caricoufalion there, is the true Point. For you kaow 
very well, one is not certain of his Fazth by ing Ccer- 
tain:of Scripture : Your ſelf take all who diſſent from 
yours, to have not only an UVxcerratn, but a Wrox Faith, 
elſe why do you diſſent from them ? And yet they 
have all as much Certainty of Scriptare as you. The 
truthis; if you were preſt to make out your- Abſolute 
Certainty-even of Scripture in your. way, you would 


perhaps find: a hard Task of it, for all your Appeal to 
Tradition. 


But it was not the Point for which the 
Conference was, nor ought it be the Point here , nei- 


ther ought Mr. G. to meddle with it, and you truft - 


much to his good Nature to propoſe it : For, belides 


that all the thanks he would have for his pains, would 


be to have the Arguments againſt your Certainty, 
turn'd againſt the Certainty of Scripture one day, as if 
he did not believe Scripture Certain : You would have 
him undertake a:matter in which he has no concern, to 
ſave you from an Undertaking in which you are deeply 
concern'd,- but: with which you' know not how to go 
thorow ;-which is a' very reaſonable Requeſt. In a 


"word, it is for you either to make manifeſt now, what 


you ſhouldthave mademanifeſtat the Conference, vis. 
That Proteſtants have Abſolute Certainty, not on'y 
of the Scripture, which they call their R»le, but of 'the 
Faith which they pretend to have from that Rule; or 
elſe to ſuffer another thing to- be manifeſt, viz. That IT 
ſaid true-when I ſaid you canxo7 do it ; and thither Tam 
{ure it will come. | ; VEnY 
: '22\, However, I am glad to hear any Talk from you 
of Abſolute Certainty, even tho? it be but Talk : *Tis a 

— - great 
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great Stranger, as Coming from your Quarters, and has 
a friendly and an accommodating look, and therefore for: 
both regards deſerves a hearty welcome. For, this ve- 
ry Profefſion makes a fair approach towards the Do- 
Erin of Infallibility, or rather *tis the felf-ſame with 
it; it being againſt Common Senſe to ſay you judge 
your ſelf A4b/olutely Certain of any thing, itat the ſame 
time you judge you may be deceird 1n thus judging. 
But I accept the' Omer that you ſeem to grant you are 
thus Abſolutely Certain, or Infallible, by virtue of Tra- 
dition 3 for this makes Tradition 'to be an Infallible 
Aſcertainer 1n ſome things at leaſt ; and, ſo, unleſs ſome 
ſpecial difficulty be found in other things that light into: 
he ſame-Channel, it muſt needs bring them down in- 
fallibly too. Now Icannot for my heart diſcern what 
great difficulty there can be to remember all along the 
yeſterdays Faith, or to be willing to be-guided and in- 
ſtructed by their yeſterdays Fathers, Teachers and 


Paſtors ; eſpecially the ſenſe of the Points (to omit 


many” other means ) being determin*d by open and ' 
daily PraQtice. YetlI a little fear all this your ſeeming 
kindneſs: for Tradition, is only for. your own Intereſt ; 
and: that, becaufe you were neceſſitated to make uſe 
of it to-abet-Scripture's Letter , you allow it in that 
regard, theſe high Complements ; but in other things, 
particularly in conveying down a Body of Chriſtian 
Faith (which is incomparably more eaſie) it will pre- 
ſently. become uſeleſs and good for nothing. In the 
former exigency you efteem-it 4 worthy Rule, but in the 
later duty, 4 Rule worthy 

23. Now to let the Reader plainly ſee that it was 
meer Force, and not Inclinatien, which oblig*d you to 
rant an Abſolute Certainty in Tradition conveying 
own Scriptures Letter , we will examin what you 
bobs - | allow'd 


Li 
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your own free thoughts uncogftrain'd by any Adverſa- 


ry: Your fifteenth: Principle: is put down. (p:90.) in 


rror Nonpluſt, and that part of it that concerns-this 
preſent Point, is thus refleQed upon by: your Adverſary 
(7.92, 93:) [<gain, tho all this were true, and that the: 
Scriptures were own'd as containing in them the whole 


Will of God ſo plainly reveaPd, that ao ſober :Enquirer 
. can miſs of what's neceſſary to Salvation , azd that 


therefore there needed no Church to explain them: Tet 
"tis 4 ſtrange Conſequence , that therefore there can be 
no neceſſity of any Infallible Society of Men to A4tref 


"them, or to witneſs that the Letter of Scripture is right. 


This is ſo far from following out of the former part of 
Dr.St's. Diſcourſe, that the contrary ought to follow ; or, 
from prejudicing his own pretence, that it 'conduces exceed. 
ingly to it. For certainly his Sober Enquirer would leſs 
be in doubt to mils of what's.neceſſary to: Salvation 


i#n ciſe the Letter, on which all depends, be well attefted, 


than if it be not ; "and moſt certainly an Infallible: Society 


. of Men can better atteſt that Letter than a Fallible one : 
and thiſe Writings can with b:tter ſhew of Reaſon be own'd. 


ro org ed = Wor of God, if hole x be 
atteſted beyond poſſibility of being wrong, than if left in 8 
P9 Hity of being ſuch ; for if the jon be wrong, All is 
wrong in this caſe —] As manifeſt then as ?tis, that to 
be Abſolutely Certain of any thing, is not to be Fallikh 
Certain of it ; that is, as manifelt as tis, that to.be 46- 
ſolutely Certaiz of, a thing, is to be-Infallibly: Certain 


of ir; ſo manifeſt it is, that you zhere contradi& your 


ſelf here, and, that, however you- may endeavour: to 
come off, you allow not heartily,, nor without ſome re- 


' gret and TOs an Abſolute Certainty to Tradt- 


tion, even in Atzefting Scripture's: Letter, VI 
| hte: | 24. In 
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+24: In:theſe words of yours {p.7) [4s to the Rule 


of our Baith ] give me leave to refle@' on the word 
FOUR, ] and thence to ask you , who:are YOU? A 


Queſtion which I ask not- of your Name or Sirname, 
but- of your Judgment- (as you call it) of Diſcretion. 
Are you a Socinian; an' Arian, a Sabellian, an Euty- 
chian, &«c. or what are-you ?' Are you a whole, ora 
half, or a Goarrerainoding thirry-Artich Man ? Do 
you take them for Snares, or- Fences, and when for the 
one, and when for the other, and wherefore ? Theſe 
words [ The Rule of OUR Faith ] make you all theſe 
at once ; for all theſe profeſs unanimouſly Scripture's 
Letter is thezr Rule of Faith. Mr. G. when he cameto 
your Houſe, imagin*d he-was to treat with a Proteſtant, 
or ſomething like it, and to have learn'd from you 
what Abſolute Certainty you would aſſign for car, 
(chat is,. Proteſtant) Faith ; and you give him only a 
Generical Latitudinarian Rule, common to all the He- 
relies in the World. The Proje& of the Comprehen- 
fion Bill wasa trifle to this : Ic brings into one Fold ' 
all the moſt enormous Straglers that have been ſince 
Chriſt's time, nay Wolves, and Sheep and all. It blends 
into one Maſs the moſt heterogeneous and hitherto irre- 
concilable Setts. Nay, it- miraculouſly makes Light 
and Darkneſs very conſittent, and Chrift and Belial ve- 
ry good Friends. For your own Credit ſake then di- 
ſtinguiſh your kind of Proteſtants (if you be indeed 
one of that Church )-from that: infamous Rabble'of 


ftigmatiz'd 'Hereticks ; and let us. know what is_the 


Proper Difference that reſtrains that Notion of a Com- 
mon Rale t:> your particular, as ſuch a kind of Proteſtant, 


"and: ſhew us that ſpecifical Rule to be Abſolutely Cer- 


tain;:: ] ſay, ſuch a kind; for even the word Prote- 
ftaxt too is, a Subaltery Genus, and has divers Species, 
= D and 
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and *is doubted by muy who are no Papiſts,” under 
which Species you are to be rankt.: But, why ſhould I 
vex you with putting you upon Manifeſt Impoſſibili- 
ties? For the Letter being the common Rule to them. 
all, and, as daily experience ſhews us, varioufly explica-- 
ble, that which particularizes it to belong ſpecially to- 
this or that SeQt; as its proger Rule, can be only this , 
[ According as my ſelf, and thoſe of my Judgment under«. 
ſtand or interpret it.] 1 he Difference then conſtituting 
your Proteſtant Rule , as diltinguiſht from that of 
thoſe moſt abominable Herefies, can only be # as my 
awy Judement, or others of my ſide, thus or thus interpret 
Scripture*s Letter] and wriggle which way:you pleaſe, 
there it will and muſt end at laſt, Go to work then, 
giſtinguiſh your ſeif by your Ground of Faith, and then 
make out this your proper Rule to be _4b/alutely Cer- 


tain or Infallible; and then, who will not Taugh at. 
you for attempting it, and afſuming that to your ſelf, 


which you deny to God's Church, and preferring your 
felf as-to the Gift of Underſtanding Scripture right, 


before the whole body of thoſe many and Learntd | 


Churches in Communion with Rome ? Nay, and be- 


fore the Socinians too ; without ſo much as pretend- 


ing to make out to the World, that you have better 
Means , either Natural or Supernatural, to interpret 


| thoſe Sacred Oracles,than-had the others. | 


25. My laſt Exception is, that- you pretend the Let- 
ter. of Seripture is a Rule of Faith for your People , 
which not onein a Million ,, event of your own Pro- 
teſtants relies on, or ever thinks of relying on, in or- 
der to make choice of their Faith,or determining what 


ro. hold. Fhis pretence of yours looks ſo likea meer 


eſt, that I cannot perſwade my ſelf you are in earneſt, 
when you advance ſuch aParadox. . For,'tis manifeſt 


that 
. as | 
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[27 ] 
that while your Proteſtants are under Ape,and not yet # 
years of Diſcretion to judge, they ſimply believe their * 

Fathers and Teachers ; that is, they follow the way of 
Tradition, however miſplac'd. And, when they 
come to Maturity , pray tell us truly, how many of 
your Sober Exquirers have you met with in your life, 
who endeavour to abſtraQt from all the prejudices they 
have imbib'd in their Minoriy, and, reducing their in- 
clin*d thoughts to an equal Balance of Indifferency , 
do with a wiſe Jealoulie, leſt this Popiſh, way of be- 
lieving immediate Fathers and Paſtors ſhould delude 
them, as it has done the whole World formerly, re- 
folve to examin the Book of Scripture it ſelf, read it 
attentively, pray daily and fervently; that God's Spirit 
would diſcover to them, whether what they. have 
learn'd hither to be true or no, and what is; and, in 
a word, uſe all the Fallible means (for you allow them 


no other) which your Sober Exquirers are to make 


uſe of to find out their Faith ? I doubt, if you would 
pleaſe to anſwer ſincerely, you would ſeriouſly con-- 


| feſs you ſcarce ever met with ſucha one in your life; 


that is, 'Never met with any one-who re/*d upon Scri- 
pture's: Letter prad7ically for his Rule of Faith , what- 
ever you may havetaught them to ra/k by rote. Can 
any Man of Reaſon imagin, that all the Reformed in 
Denmark or Sueden (to omit others) did light to be ſo 
unanimouſly of one Religion meerly by means of read- 
ng pw Lettrer-Rale, and your Sober Enquiry ? Or can 
any be fo blind,as not to ſee; that *tis the following the 
natural way of-Tradition, or Childrens believing Fa- 
thers (that is, indeed, of Education) that ſuch mulri- 


' tudes in ſeveral places, continue (till of -the ſame-per- 


ſwaſion ;-and that you conſequently owe to this way, 
which you fo decry in Cathohcs, that any conſiderable 
Us. number 


= [28] 


number of you do voluntarily hang-together' at all? 


| And that thoſe Principles of yours, which you take up 
for a ſhew, when you write again(t' Catholics, would, ' 


if pat in praQtice, in a ſhort time crumble to Atoms-all 
the Churches in the World ? Perhaps, indeed, when 
your Proteſtants come at Age, they may' receive {ome 
Confirmation from their Fathers and Preachers,quoting 
Scripture-places againſt what Catholics hold, or what 
they ſhall pleaſe to ſay they hold ; and 'by the fame 


means come to believe a Trinity, the Godhead of Chriſt, 


Chriſt's Body being abſent in the Sacrament, and ſuch 
like; but do the Hearers and Learners make ir; their 
buſineſs to uſe all careful difquiſition ( fora flubber- 
ing ſuperficial diligence will not ſerve the turn in mat. 
ters of ſuch high Concern) whether the Catholics,and 
thoſe great Scripturiſts, who deny thoſe other Points, 
do not give more congruousexplications of thoſe places 
than their own Preachers do ? unleſs they do this, or 
ſomething equivalent, *tis manifeſt the Letter of Scri- 


- pture is not their Rule , but honeſt Tradition. And 


that they do no ſuch thing, is hence very apparent,that 


_ they reſt eaſily fatisfh'd, and well appaid with: their 


Parſon's interpretation of Scripture, they preſently ac- 
cept it for right and good, and readily ſwallow that 
ſenſe, which ſome Learned Men, of their own Judg- 
ment, aſſign it, without thinking themſelves oblig'd 
to obſerve your Method of Sober Enquiry. You may 
rail againſt the Council of Trex, as you will, for for- 
bidding any to interpret Scripture againſt the Senſe 
which the Church holds ;. but *tis no more than what 
your Hearers perpetually praQſe , and the Preachers 
too (for all their fair words) expe& from them. And 
I much doubt even your felf (tho' your Principles 


are the moſt pernicious for taking matters out of the 
| Churches, 
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Churche's, and putting them into private Hands, , of 
any Proteſtanp/I ever-yer read) would not take ic very 
well if ſome Pariſhioner of yours, preſuming upon his 
Prayers for DireQion, &c, ſhould tell you that you err'd 
in Interpreting Scripture, and that the Senſe hegave lt, 
was found and right Faith, yours wrong and Hereticat;, 
and I would beglad toknow what you would fay tohim, 
according to your Principles,ifhe ſhould hap roland out- 
againſt you, that he unJerſtands Scripture to be plainly 
again{t a Trinity and Chri/t's Divinity, as John Biddle 
did againſt the Miniſter of his Pariſh, and the whole 
Church of Ez2land to buot. ?Tis plain you. ought to 
cheriſh and commend him for ſtanding firm to.his Rule ; 
But Il am much afraid you would be out of humor with 
him, andeſfteem your ſelf affronted, You may pretend 
what you pleaſe of high Expreſſions given by Antiqui- 
ty, of Scripture's incomparable Excellency, nd Suffici. 
ency for the Ends it was intended for, which we do.not 
deny to-it ; but I dare ſay, even your {elfdo's not think, 
that either the Ancient Faithful, or the Modern Reform- 
ers, meant that any of the Eccl:ſiz credens, or Believing 
Church, ſhould have the liberty to, Interpret Scripture 
againſt the Ecc/eſiz docens, or Teaching Church, z. e. 
Paſtors ; or -Coyn:-a Faith out of. it, contrary to the 
preſent or former Congregation of which he. was a 
- Member. | | | | 
26. The ſum is ; *Tis evident hence, that Tradition 
of your Fathers and Teachers, and not Scriptures Let- 
ter, is indeed your Rule; That by ..it you Interpret 
Scripture; which then only is calPd your Rule, and 
made ule of as ſuch, when you are Diſputing againſt 
us; becauſe having thus ſet it up, to avoid and counter- 
balance the Authority of the former Church you left, 
you make account your own private Interpretation of | 


LOS 
It may.come to be thought Argumentarive againſt the 
great Body of thoſe Churches from whoſe'Communion 


7 x 


you departed ; and yet you judge no private Pariſhio- 
ame Priviledge againſt you, with. 


ner ſhould claimthe 
out affrenting your great Learning, and Paſtoral Au- 
thority. © But 1 much' wonder you ſhould ſtill venture 
tocall Scripture's,Letter a_ Rule of Faith, having been 
beaten from that Tenet ſo pitifully in Error Nonplupt, 


from Pag. 59. to Pag. 72. where I believe you may. 


obſerve divers Particulars requiſit to be clear'd. ere the 
Letter can be'in all regards Abſolutely Certain, which the 
Conſent of all Chriftian Churches will never reach to 
by their meer Authority, unleſs you will allow the 
Senſe of Chrif*s Dotrin deſtending by Tradition, did 
preſerve the Copy ſubſtantially-right and intire. | 
' 27. Your pretended Rule of Faith then, being in rea- 
lity the ſame that is challeng*d by all the Heretics in 
the World , viz. Scripture's Letter Interpreted by your 
ſelves; I will ſet you ſee in this following ſhort Diſ- 
courſe, how far-it is from being Abſolutely Certain. 


- L God: "6 left 45 ſome Way to know furely what 
Chriſt. and bis Apoſtles taught. © Þ 
No © Therefore this Way muſt be ſuch, that they 


who take it, ſhall. arrive by it at the End it was im- 


tended for ; thats, know ſurely what Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles taught... 
HL. Seripeure's Litter Interpretable by Private 
Judgments, "is not that Way ; for we experience Preſ- 


byterians and Socinians ( for example.) both take 


5 * 


that Way, yet differ in ſuch high Fundamentals, as the 
Trinity, and the Godhead of Chriſt. 


IV. The 


[ 
] 
: 


—_ 


- Sn) 

IV. Therefore Seripture's Latter Interpretable by 
Private Judgments, is not the Way left by God. to 
know ſurely what Chriſt and his Apoſttes'tanght, or 
ſurely to arrive at right Faith. ap 

V. Therefore they who take only that Way, cannot 
by it arrive ſurely at right Faith, ſince *tis impoſſable 
to arrive at the End, without the Means or Way that 

leads to it. | "2 


. 28. Idonotexpett any Anſwer to this Diſcqurle, as. 
ſhort as it is, and as plain and as nearly as it touches. 

our Copyhold ; it may be ferv'd as Mr. G's Argument. 
is, turn'd off ſo ſo with an Inſtance, if there be one at 
hand ; or, with what always is at; hand, an Irony ar 
ſfcornful Jeſt, your readieſt, and, in truth, moſt uleful 
Servants : But you muſt. be excus'd from finding any 
Propoſition or Inference to deny, or any thing, {ave.the 
Concluſion it ſelf : Which, tho? it will not be fairly a- 
voided, I cannot hope ſhould be fairly admitted, ynleſs I 
could hope that-Men would be more in lgve with Truth 
than their Credit, Till Truth.be taken alittle more to- 
heart, Catholic Arguments: will and muft always be 
faulty ; but they are the moſt unluckily and crolly 
faulty of any in the World ;. faulty ſill in_ the wrong 
place. When fault is found in other Arguments, it 1s 
always found -in the Fremiſſes'; in thele, ?tis found 1n 


* 


the Concluſion: In- which, =oevich Rang s all who 
know any thing of a Concluſion, know there can be 
no fault, if there be none in the Premiſſes, | Indeed, 
they ſhew that to.te true which Men cannot endure 
ſhould be true ; and thar is their great and unpardon- 
able fault... That you may not think I talk ppc Ain, 


FR VP 
I'declare openly, that you c4unor Anſwer this Diſcourſe, 
unleſs you will call ſome ynconcerning Return an-An- 
{wer; and. engage myſelf to ſhew the Propoſition true, 
 _ andthe Inference good, which you ſhall pitch upon to 

_ deny; And the DiſtinCtion, if you will make any, -not 
ro purppſe..: The truth is,” I engage for no- great mat- 
ter; . for I know beforehand you can ino_ more Anſwer 
now, than you could to Error Noxpluft, or can prove an 

Abſolute Certainty in Proteſtant Faith. Vn 

29. Toreturn now'to Mr. G. the Second thing which 
you deſire him to make good, is, That the Tradition from 
Father to Son is an infallible Conveyance of Matters of Faith, 
"notwithſtanding the Greek Church # charged by hum with Ex. 
ror, whith adher'd to Tradition. Thatis, you deſire him to 
Prove over again,what youtell us your ſelfhe has prov'd. 
Once already:: For you tell us (p. 5.), he'prov'd, That 
they { Traditionary” Chriſtians } conld not innev te in 
\Farth, unleſs they' did forget what they held the. day before, 
or out of malice alter it; © Pray, when 1t 1s prov'd,-that 
the Conveyarice of Faith by Tradition, excludes the pol- 
ſibility of Change in Faith, ſave: by forgetfulneſs- or 
malice, is it not- prov'd , That, where: there could: be 
either -forgetfulneſs nor malice, there, could be no 
change'in Faith? You do'not;I ſuppoſe, deſite he ſhould 
prove, that Men had always Memories, or that Chriſti. 
ans were never malicious enough to damn themſelves 
and Pofterity.wittingly ; and yet-it can ſtick no where 
elſe :"If it: ca); ſaid Mr. G:-aflign' where. _Now you 
E&now' very: well, -that'# Conveyance which'makes it 
impoſſible that Faith ſhould ever be chang'd, is an In- 
fallible Conveyarice ; and the: very thing is prov's 
which you deſire ſhould be proved. What reaſon has (| 
VT. 6,.to prove'tt a ſecond time ? And what reaſon 
have Fol! to-defire i 24 Proof would content; you, 

| you 


o 
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hare 14 italready.;1bur. a $cond cannot hopeitoicor. | 
Fa ppg ens ter inf, paleſs it be worke.! | ©: 1c 
5 you-wou|d. 1e him prove, Natwith- 
{ the Gre arch; Rec. (pe 7.) : Natwithftduding & 
la you thiok itis with Arguments as with! Writs, 
here the want: of a Nox ohſtente; fpoils all ? When a 


Tank is.once prov'd, is-it-not prov'd, notwithitnad: 


Obj 2? And will any Netrtthfnding un- 

prove it again ?. will your Notwithſtanding. ſhew us 
there wasa my which Mea were not Men;nor aQted 

5 0k Sig 06; thata : Fhlpg which: cannot 

poly. bechkang- 'd, may pet poſſibly remain nor'the 

2 W. —— that a Cauſe can; be without 

its Rae? Vl without its Cauſe ? Will ivſhew 


ES ping can be and not be at ance? Unleſgar 


theſe, yau mayer p, your Notnoths 


Der oyour ee Serviceit, will do you hete; 
ih ford 090 | els for ny; - 


T« 5in.the world cannotchindes 
a thing ella is true, we being true ; nor the Proof 
which proves: ir to beams, from being » Prool Mr.-G*s 
{he Ems Traditionyeprn Hather,,to-Sqn is.a0 
Fanoral tFaulyas plaiglyas _—_—_—— 
uldyon perſuade.us with the Ribbtarick- 
with} bending, Ling, Eiat,; *e,do. not.ſce What: wo 


at. 4.997 6k 4 _— t ans 
| Et ea auld Na ey 41n jopr: freſant 


Cafe, nor aoy. thing which ſhould or-cauld; uſpend 

them, but would. have 'us believe Men were :piodigis 

oully forgetful or. malicious, purely; for 6 mdagi- 
atiog .of yourss . "Proj ruſh PPS your old 
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Eogical-Notions; and refle&t whether it were ever hearc 


ans | 


of 1n Univerſity Diſpures, that-when an Ar 
advanc'd, tlie Defeadant is allow*d to make C 
againſt it; and inſtead of- Anſwering, bid the Argu 
ove his Conclufions to: be trae, Notwithftexdin 
is ObjeQions ? Nerd pon cobfounds 
the Offices of the Diſputant and Deferidear, 20d tmakes 
all Regular Diſcourſe impoſſibk: _ Conſider how this 
new Metho3 of yours deſtroys the very poffibility of ever 
concluding anything. tit 1s, the very Facylty of Rea» 
foning ; For ObjeQiors being ' generally muſtipliable 
withont end, if all of them o 'Y © al 
Argumeat concludes, nothing will 'be concluded, no 
ny Concluſion admitted': And fo w long ſo Farewel 
to:Rational Nature. Cenfider that Fruth 1s builr pores 


own Intrinſecal Grounds; ard -not-on the Solving. Ob. 
jeQions. 'For your own Credits fake then with-Learn- 
ed Men and' Logicians, do not" ſeek to evade with Nor- 


withandings, but Anſwer fairly and ſquarely to the Ar-" 


gument as it lies : Confider, that who'has found the 


Caſe, has found the Ef28. Mr: G: has' foup}'us'a '* 


Coarſe of Infallible Conveyance ; ang therefore ' has. 
ſhew'd' us art Infallible Conveyance. You pretend, 
that tho* there was the''Cauſe; there was not the 


| mn ; and''this *tis _—_ beforehand *cannot- be, 
; you knew it as well as: any =y | OE NOT Ne 
likewiſe - there was/ 10 ſaving _yor Stakes withion! 
our 


playing # new 'Game';/ and" therefore , give you Yo! 
due, Hd aff that could; be: done, -in trying'to divert 
our: ſight from a' Matter plain before us, and'aimuſe us. 
us. withia 

frure enough, by that eine it is handled Tong enough 
Fhe-'Tercis-you: put; viz, Tradition, Error; and.'th 
_—_— . -- { | 
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a-Matter of FaQ,which-yor are {pre will beob= | 


| Greet Chir ib, muſt needs bring into Diſpure, whetlicr 
ſuch -and fo niany : Quotations, : or! ſ6tiic one or tvs 


' } Men  diſclaiming their Tener' to bez Noveltty;-bes 
| Proof of : Tradition from Father to Son'; «whether 
the Error he-any Error -$ x how moet ie erg 


much, an.Ercor in Faith, and how yauchiof it |belenge 
to Diyinity; whether the Greek Church beingup'd! 
"a Citation from'a Greek Author; of two that be 
cited, one, againft another, which ſhall be preferr'd, 
and honghe to ſpeak:, the ſenſe of his Church; 
and which is a Latiniz'd, which a frank Grecian. 
And who ſhall ſee through the Miſts which theſe Diſ- 
utes will raiſe? More too will fall ia in I eg of time: 
"There will be wrangling. about the ſenſe of Words, 
'the propriety of Phraies, the preference of Readings, 
and twenty {uch important quarrels; which will tire 
our every body, ahd fatisfie no body. In ſhort, you 
aw that if you could perſwade People not to think 
- | the Church of Rome Infallible, till all: be aid, whick 
. will @ccur to be faid of the Greek Church, yau are 
| fafe enough , For Doomſday will come before that: 


-j-day, Till then you.may carry it with.a ſhew of Eru- 


dition, becaufe there muſt be abundance of Greek ci- 
ted. And this 'is 'all which can come of your In- 
ſtance; and. I wiſh it were not all you had-in-your- 
Eye. | | 

_ In-the mean time you. have not anſwer'd” Mr: 
'G. becauſe you have found no fault in any Propoſiti-. 
on, or- in- the. Inference of his Argument ;. and'there-. 
' fore it reſts. with youto anſwer it- He has. anſwer'd: 
you ; becauſe-he has found this fault with your In-. 


FT ance, which you make your Antecedent, that it: is. 


not true ;. and that the Greek Church. did:not at. once: 
E. err 
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